
SOUTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF LAnOR, LICENSING & REGULATION
BEFORE THE nOARD OF VETERINARY MEDICAL EXAMINERS

In Ihe mntter of:

NICOLE LEIGH TAYLOR, D.V.M.
License No. VET.2501

OlE II 2012-31

CONSENT AGREEMENT

By agree men I of the Slale Boord of Veterinary Medical Examiners for Soulh Carolina
(Ihe Boord) and Ihe above-named Respondenl, Ihe following disposilion of this matter is enlered
pursunnl 10 the provisions of S.C. Code Ann. ~ 1-23-320(1) (1976. as amended), in lieu of. /I/IIJI'

alia. a hearing before Ihe Boord. Respondent. ndmitting Ihe allegations herein and agreeing to
Ihe sanctions ns sci forth below, ngrees to waive Ihe fonnni hellring procedures.

FINDINGS OF FACT

A. Respondent is duly licensed nnd regislered to practice velerinary medicine in Soulh
Cnrolina under license number VET.250 I, first licensed by the Bonrd on Oelober 9.
2006. Respondent's credenlinl stntus with Ihe Boord is active.

B. On or nboul Februnry 7, 2012, Complainant look her dog, n seven.yenr.old pug named
Solly, to Respondent for on eleellve small moss removal nnd teelh cleaning. Complninant
did not initially sign a consenl form and Inler faxed a consent form to Respondent.
Respondent's collengue, Dr. Hnrry, perfonned Ihe surgery, and Solly was discharged.

C. Shortly nfier Sally was dischnrged, Complninnnt returned to Respondent's practice and
complained Ihat Solly wns wheezing in the enr on the way home. Respondent auscullated
Solly and sent her home with instructions for Complninant to watch for nbnonnnlities nnd
to call with any concerns. Snlly died the following day, but no necropsy was performed.

D. An expert reviewer examined the case on behalf of the State and determined that
Respondent mnintained inadequnle medical records in this case.

E. Respondent woivcs any further findings of foci with respect to this matter.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

Respondent further admits lhat as a resull of the previous admissions herein, Respondent
has violaled S.C. Code of Lows 9 40.69.11 O(A)( I) and Sooth Carolinn Code ofRegulntions 120.
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8(B) (as amended).' Respondenl hereby waives any further conclusions of law with respect to
Ihis matter.

THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED WITH RESPONDENT'S CONSENTTIIAT:

I. Respondent shall be publicly reprimanded.

2. RcsJlondenl shall pay a fine of Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) to thc Board. Paymenl
must be made within slxty (GO) days of IIle effective datc of this Agreemenl.
Respondent shall finance Ihe costs of investigation of the Complainl.

3. Respondent shall pay, within sixty (GO) duys of the effeclive dale of this Agrecmenl, the
costs of invesligation, Two Hundred Filly Dollars ($250.00). Failure to comply with this
requircment within lhe prescribed time shall automatically result in Ihe immediate
tempornry suspension of Respondent's licensc to prneliee veterinary medicine until such
time as full compliance has been made by Respondenl.

4. Respondent shall appear and report to Ihe Boord as requested by Ihe Board.

5. ResJlondent shall promptly advise this Board in wriling of any changes in mldress,
praclice, hospital privileges, professional status, or compliance with this agreement.
Correspondence and copies of reports and notices mentioned herein sholl be directed 10:

SC LLR - Office of Licensure & Compliance
Al1"N: Compliance Manager - Board ofYelerinary Medical Examiners
P.O. Box 11329
Columbia, SC 29211

6. It is underslood and agreed Ihal Respondenl has full knowledge Ihat she has Ihe right 10 a
hearing and 10 be represented by counsel in this maller, and freely, knowingly, nnd
volunlarily waives such rights by enlering inlo this Consenl Agreement. Respondent
understands and agrees lhat by catering inlo this Consent Ab'1'eemenl, she volunlarily
relinquishes any right to judicial review of this or any olher Board aClion(s) which may
be laken concerning Ihis and any relaled molters. Respondent waives statutory right to
notice of any hearing held with respeel to this Consent Agreement. Respondent
understands and agrees that this Consent Agreement will not become effective unless and
until approved by Ihe Board.

7. Respondent understands and agrees that 1I1is Consent Agreement wlll not become
effective unless and until approved by Ihe Board. II is further understood and agreed that,
pursuant 10 the South Carolina Freedom of Informotion Act, S.C. Code Ann. ~~ 30.4.10
to .165 (1976, as ntnended), this Consent Agreement is a public document.

, ['urther reference to the Saulh Carolin~Code of Lowsnnd South CorolinoCode of Regulolionssh~1Ibe
by code seclion only.
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8. Ills understood nnd agreed that if Respondent fails to meet Ute conditions agreed to in
this Consent Agreement, Respondent's license may be immediately adminisfrntively
suspended pending compliance. Non-compliance may result In further dlsclpllno. Any
license low violations by Respondent constitute a fililure 10 meet lhe condlUons of this
COMent Agreement. .

9. This CODsentAgreement shnlltnke effect immediately upon acceptance by the Bonn!.

10. Respondent understands and agrees that a representative of the 'Oeneral Counsel's Office
and Respondent may be present during presentation of this Consent Agreement to the
Board. Respondent underslands and agrees that if this Consent Agr=ent is not
approved, II shllll not constituto an admission ngninst interest In lhls proceeding or
prejudice Ule right of the Board to adjudicate this malter. .

AND IT [S SO ORDERED.

~
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SOUTH CAROLINA BOARD OF VETERINARY
. MEDICAL EXAMlN RS

WE CONSENT;

J£i11~,-
N[COLE LE[GHAYidR, D.V.M.
RESPONDENT

ABENNE'IT
ORNEY FOR RESPONDENT

ogers Townsend & Thomas, PC
220 Executive Center Dr.
Columbia, SC 29210

(803~ _

ERIN G. BALDWIN
ATIORNEY for the S.C. Department
of Labor, Licensing and Regulation
Office ofOeneral COUll5el
P.O. Box 11329
Columbia, SC 29211-1329
(803) 896-4581
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